2011 Paddlefest

Hosted by Savannah Riverkeeper
Kayak/Canoe Race – Rules & Information


Racing Rules
1. Kayaks shall be propelled solely by means of double ended paddles.

2. Canoes shall be propelled solely by means of single ended paddles.

3. Paddles shall not be supported on the boat in any way.

4. After the race starts, no alteration to the crews is allowed.

5. Boat repairs are allowed during the race. Such repair time will be regarded as paddling time.

6. Where a boat withdraws from the race, that boat may not re-enter the water at any subsequent point during the race.

7. “Withdrawal” refers to the notification by a paddler to a race official that he/she no longer wishes to paddle in the race.

8. Where a boat withdraws between checkpoints, every effort must be made to report the fact to the nearest official.
9. Contestants must obey all directions by race or safety officials. Penalty will be immediate disqualification.

10. Protests must be lodged in writing within one hour of completion of the race.

11. All craft must be constructed to conform with the criteria set down in the Australian Canoe   Federation Marathon Race Regulation Section 3.

12. All craft must carry sufficient buoyancy to remain floating level if capsized.

13. All paddlers must be able to swim at least 50 meters.

14. All entrants must wear a PFD at all times.

15. All boats will contain a sounding device.

Race Description:

The canoe and kayak race will include 2 classes:  Open Race (for serious racers, using race quality canoes or kayaks) and Recreation Race (NO race quality boats allowed in this class) with each having the standard entries C1 and K1, male and female, C2 and K2, male, female and mixed.  The number of prizes to be awarded will depend on the number of participants in the race, but the Savannah Riverkeeper intends to award a first, second and third prize for each of the categories listed above.  

The race will begin at the Savannah Rapids Pavilion in Columbia County and end at the Boat House in East Augusta, and is approximately six miles. The first half of the course is shoals with the remainder deep flat-water.  A recommended passage through the shoals will be available on race day.

All Canoe and Kayak Racers are asked to bring their boats to the large gravel parking lot just inside the entry gate at Savannah Rapids Pavilion.  A late registration / packet pick up tent will be set up there along with a boat trailer to tow your boats to the launch site.  Pick up packets at the registration tent and load your equipment (boat, paddle, PFD) onto the trailer.  Then take your vehicle to the Port Authority parking lot at 103 Riverfront Drive in east Augusta (just east of the Boat House).  A bus will be waiting there to shuttle you back to Savannah Rapids Pavilion.  The busses will leave the Boat House parking lot at 8:00am, 8:30am and 9:00am.  Anyone registering after 8:30am should consider arranging his/her own transportation back to his/her car. 

Kayak & Canoe Boat Launch

Due to the limited space available for launching only three boats will be allowed into the launch area at a time.  The launched boats will have to wait until 12 boats are in the water.  The actual race start will be with all 12 boats at the same time.  Starting times will be approximately every ten minutes.  Starting times will be recorded and elapsed times calculated to determine winners. 

Launches will begin from Savannah Rapids Pavilion at 9:30 AM and continue until all racers have entered the water.  Launch will be roughly in the sequence of registration, with racers that pre-register having preference.   
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